The influence of mothers' health beliefs on use of preventive child health care services and mothers' perception of children's health status.
During the first three years of life, many health problems are preventable, and health maintenance visits present an excellent opportunity to prevent disease and disability. Unfortunately, preventive child health care services are underutilized. Children who do not adequately use preventive health care services are often seen late in the course of an illness. Thus, they do not receive the continuing care that could eliminate the onset of preventable health problems. In our research, we sought to determine whether mothers' health beliefs influence their use of preventive child health care services and whether their use of preventive child health care services influence their perceptions of the child's health status. The sample was composed of low-income mothers living in an urban environment. No significant relationships were found between the variables. These results indicate the need to develop more sensitive tools to measure these variables in a similar sample.